
Big Idea:
We can embody the great thinkers of the Renaissance 
by engaging in printmaking and sculpture projects. 

What types of questions did Renaissance thinkers ask?
How can we ask those questions of each other
and our environments and communities?
Why is it important to engage with the world 
around us in the way Renaissance thinkers did?

Essential Questions:

Studio Habits of Mind

Observe
Develop Craft

Alignment

National Arts Standards

Understand Our
Worlds

VA:Cr1.2.7a: 
Develop criteria to guide 
making a work of art or design 
to meet an identi�ed goal.

VA:Cr2.1.7a: 
Re�ect on and explain important 
information about personal 
artwork in an artist statement or 
another format.

Common Core
7.3: 
Analyze the interconnections of people, 
places and events in the economic, 
scienti�c and cultural exchanges of the 
European Renaissance.

4 (50-minute) sessions

Arts of the
Renaissance

Academic Subject of Integration: 

Social Studies

Students engage in creative projects for a 
week devoted to the the Renaissance. 



Hetland, L. (2013). Studio thinking 2: The real bene�ts of visual arts education. New York: Teachers College Press.
This module uses the Studio Habits of Mind as adapted from: 

Module Snapshot

Work time: 
Background Wash
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SESSION  4

SESSION 3
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SESSIONS  1-2 

Sketching paper
Reference photos
Styrofoam
Black ink

Air dry clay
Photos of inventions
Toothpicks 

Learning Goals

1.  I can envision my work of art
      in the style of a Renaissance artist
2.  I can use new materials to 
      carefully transform my draft into 
      a re�ned print

1.  I can make a clean, clear, 
      Renaissance print
2.   I can write an artist 
       statement to support my work 

1.  I can learn ways to sculpt an 
      unlabled Renaissance invention to
      the best of my ability.

 

Artist Statement wksht.
Notecards
PPT
Printing materials

Assessment
Summative                                                                                                      

*Active participation and 
sharing of appropriate ideas

and solutions

*Peer critique
*Artist statement 

Formative                                                                                                      

*Student- teacher 
check in: print drafts

[see writeup for full list]
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