
Social Studies, Music  & 
Visual Arts

Academic Subjects of Integration: 

Dead
Musicians

Appx. 5 (50-minute) sessions

Students practice reading, research, 
writing, �ne art and listening skills as 
they learn about a musician from the 
past. 

Big Idea:
Music is a natural access point for engaging students in
meaningful dialogue and purposeful exploration.  
In closely studying an artist, students gain a deeper
understanding of the music they love.
 

In what ways can we relate to musicians and their life
stories? In what ways are their stories di�erent than ours?
Can we �nd some common themes across the lives of
the musicians we study?  
Does music have the power to a�ect social change?

Essential Questions:

Studio Habits of Mind
Envision
Re�ect

Alignment

CCSS: Social Studies

Understand Art Worlds

6-8.WHST.8
Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, 
using search terms e�ectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy 
of each source; quote or 
paraphrase the data while 
avoiding plagiarism
 

VA.Cr1.2.6a: 
Formulate an artistic investigation 
of personally relevant content for 
creating art.

National Visual Arts Standards



Hetland, L. (2013). Studio thinking 2: The real bene�ts of visual arts education. New York: Teachers College Press.
This module uses the Studio Habits of Mind as adapted from: 

Module Snapshot

Work time: 
Background Wash
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Materials 

SESSIONS 4-5 

SESSION 3
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SESSIONS 1-2 

Computer access
Library access
Note taking materials

Transparencies
Black sharpies
Scissors
Photos of 
musicians
Magazines, paper scraps

Example Learning Goals

1.  I can practice my research 
      skills

1.  I can build my active 
      listening skills

1.  I can  enhance my 
     understanding of color
2.  I can practice my drawing
      skills

Formative Summative                                                                                                      

 

Access to computers
with headphones
Note taking materials
Active listening
worksheet


