
Social Studies
Academic Subject of Integration: 

Recycled 
Civilizations

5 (50-minute) sessions

Students work as a team to build 
Neolithic civilizations out of only 
recycled materials. The age of the 
civilizations, number of inhabitants and 
type of environment are given. 

Big Idea:
Engineering our own lost civilizations teaches 
us how the parts of a civilization make up the 
whole, and gives us a foundation for learning 
about other civilizations old and new. 

What are the basic parts of a civilization?
What do people need to survive?
How can you construct a civilization out of recycled materials?

Essential Questions:

Studio Habits of Mind
Envision
Engage & Persist

Alignment
National Arts Standards

VA:Cr1.1.6a
Combine concepts collaboratively to 
generate innovative ideas for creating 
art.

VA:Cr3.1.7a
Re�ect on and explain important 
information about personal artwork in 
an artist statement or another format.

VA:Cn11.1.8a
Distinguish di�erent ways art is used to 
represent, establish, reinforce, and 
re�ect group identity.

 

Re�ect



Social Studies

Hetland, L. (2013). Studio thinking 2: The real bene�ts of visual arts education. New York: Teachers College Press.
This module uses the Studio Habits of Mind as adapted from: 

Module Snapshot

Work time: 
Background Wash
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Slideshow: Blueprints

Cardboard Civilizations
Bins of materials

Example Learning Goals

1. I can learn the basic parts 
of a Neolithic civilization and 
what a blueprint is.

1. I know the basic parts of a 
Neolithic civilization 
2. I can envision how to build 
a civilization out of only recycled
materials

1. I know why government 
plays an important role in 
civilizations.

Assessment
Formative Summative                                                                                                      

Students are able to give a verbal re�ection of struggles
and successes throughout the activity. They are also able to identify 

and represent aspects of culture with recycled material.

At the end of the �ve sessions, students can present their Neolithic 
civilizations they created with their groups. They can identify the 
main aspects of the civilization, such as water, food, shelture and 

government structure.

Large sheets of butcher 
paper
Pencils/Markers

Object (for Object Game)
Blueprints
Bins of recycled 
materials
Tape
Scissors
Glue Stick


